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The Plant Kingdom

Attraction of insects (floral function). The principal function
of white or brightly colored petals is to attract insects or other

animals which polli-
nate the flowers. As
we shall see later, the
petals are modified
leaves. Aside from
petals there are other
types of leaves which
serve to attract in-
sects. In some cases
the flowers are small,
and the function of
attracting insects is
performed by large
white or brightly col-
ored leaves. These
leaves may have the
shape of ordinary fo-
liage leaves and dif-
fer from them largely
in being white or
brightly colored, as
in the case of the
poinsettia (Fig. 98).
In other cases the
leaves (bracts) have
a shape very differ-
ent from that of foli-
age leaves (Figs. 99,
100). In many cases
it is not the flowers
themselves but the
bracts that are showy.

Reproduction (seed function). Many plants can be propagated
by means of leaf cuttings; this form of propagation is commonly
practiced in the case of begonias. Some plants in their wild state
reproduce regularly by means of leaves. Striking examples are

Fie. 104. A staghorn fern (Platycerium biforme)
growing on a coconut trunk, (X $)